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IrWBA President's Message

Tim Tennanl President

Well Spring is here and we can be thankful for the mild winter. Since last Fall, I h

anticipated this special time of year when the mountains of West Virginia burst into new life.
beekeepers, we can't wait for the longer days and the first blooms of the year. With warme
temperatures just around the corner, we get excited over the chance to visit some old
that have been away and what a good feeling that is.

WVBA, in support of research, has ordered packages for Jim Amrine. We feel that it is i

our best interest to help him with his research on mites. His work with essential oils
promise, but to confirm his findings, he needs colonies to continue his work. Some loca
associations (Morgantown Area, Tucker Co., Kanawha Co., and Marion Co.) have
committed to providing a colony for research. lf any other locals are able to help in this cause
please conlaci John Gampbell.

At the last board meeting, it was decided to write a letter to the Department of Agriculture i

an attempt to make the state apiary in Tucker County available for experiments with essentia
oils. The board feels that this research is important to the beekeeping industry, and we a
fortunate to have Dr. Amrine working so diligently to help beekeepers. This research
necessary to validate treatment with essential oils. Dr, Amrine must have scientific evidence
support his theories before essential oils can be approved as a mite treatment. I hope all of
feel that this is important enough to you personally that you will support these goals.

Hope to see all of you at the Spring Meeting, May 10, 1997, in Tucker County..
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Special Activities a! the Spring 1997 Meeting
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Spring Meeting Announcement

ThelggTSpringMeetingofq:"t.YiginiaBeekeeoers{*slcjltionwillbeheld.onSaturday,May
10, at St. John,s lrr.in&irt cnurcn whlcfj]^i#6," l1P;t""'out 

hosts', Tucker countv

Beekeepers, have ffi;"-t; p'ogt'* of interest to beekeepers'

Program Schedule

Moming Events

8:00 A.M' WVBA Board Meeting

;ti' Bffi$llllttugh shiflet, President ot r-u9-'.9l countv Beekeepers

9:20 welcome' "y^cl::::l':1." s.*"tist. Matt cochran
9:25 ufrit ii"t" fu std" aee speciatist' Matt (
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Note: Door prizes will be scheduled as program progresses'



West Virginia Beekeepers members first place recipes listed in EAS Joumal last year were

Honey Bears and White Bread using a food processor. Entered by Jean and Gordon Mead,

Members of Kanawha Valley Beekeepers.

Honey-Peanut Butter Crispie Bars entered by Bob and Bea Aikens, members of Eastem

Panhandle Beekeepers.

Cherry-Date Cookies entered by Debbie and James Copenhaver, members of Hampshire

County Beekeepers.

West Virginia Beekeepers says Congratulations! !

At West Virginia Beekeepes Association Board of Directors meeting in February, the thought

was brought to the floor on purchasing bees for Dr. James Amrine for his studies of mites and

their contiol. Herb Shafer is to contact Dr. Amrine and find out if he is interested in the bees. A
motion was made and seconded and passed to purchase two 3-lb. packages, pending Dr. Amrine

interests on this matter. Some local chapters expressed interest in adding additional colonies.

Herb Shafer did contact Dr. Amrine and he is very interested. As it stands at this time, West

Virginia Beekeepers will get 2 3-lb. packages with Kanawha Valley, Tucker County, Mogantown
Are.*a, and Eastern PannanOte each to get one 3-lb. package. Marion County will fumish a split,

making a total of seven colonies. Should other chapters be interested in joining now or at a later

time, get in contact with Dr. Amrine.

Secretary Glickman of U.S. Department of Agriculture reappointed Stephen A. Conlon, producer,

represeniing Region 7 of the National Honey Board. Mr. Conlon is a member of Tri-State

Beekeepers Association. Congratulations Steve!!

Meet a beekeeper in your area. Thanks to the VW Market Bulletin, VWBA is reaching out to
prospective beekeepers with basic information and, more importantly, contact with a local

beekeeper.

During its first month (February), four individuals from Grafton, Alma, Culloden, and Mt. Storm

have been refened to local beekeepers, sent some basic information, and their names fonparded

to the State Apiarist, Matt Cochran, for further bee-related information.

lf you would be willing to help a new beekeeper, please let John Campbell know.

There is a last minute cancellation on
the program. Tentative plans are Dr.
Amrine to discuss his plans on the bee
purchased by \ ruBA and local
associations or talk by State Senator
Mike Ross on the pending legislation to
save the Honey Bee, or other subject.
This will be announced at the beginning
of the meeting.

WALTER T. KELLEY CO., INC,
Manufacturers of Beekeqing Supplia

P.O. BOX 240
CLARKSON,I{Y 42726

Ph (s02) 242-2012 Fax (502) 242-1801

uBees Are Our Businesso
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Some Objectives of Spring Feeding

one of the first steps in early season management is feeding colonies. ltalian strain especiallydeplete colony stores due to early brood rearing.

1. To stimurate brood rearing when no naturar food is availabre.

2. To adminisler medication or drugs for disease control.

3. Because the colony is in danger of slarving.

4. when requeening-to give the colony a boost so the new queen will be well
cared for.

5. When setting up package bees or swarms.

6. To stimulate rapid build-up in queen rearing programs.

7 ' To. replace or supplement honey that crystallizes in the fall. Aster andgoldenrods recipes for syrup.

Spring Feeding-1 to 1 part sugar to water.
Fall feeding-2 to 1 part sugar to water.
Stimulatory feeding-1 to 2 parts sugar to water

Note: .Fall feeding, use 1 tsp. tartaric acid for each 20-30 lb. of syrup to prevent
crystallization. one gallon of fall syrup will increase sorage signlndnttyl

Never use brown or raw sugar, molasses or sorghum; these contain impurities
or carmel (bumt sugar which is toxic to bees) oisugars which bees cannot
digesl.

Lodg i ng and Meet i ng P 1 ace Map

'l) Tucker Country Inn 1/2 mile from stoplights on Rt. 72N towards St. George (304) 478-2100

?t Simmons Bed & Breakfast 2.6 miles from stoplights, sign on left at intersection (304) 478-4704. Call for brochure
\on U.S. Rt.219 toward Elkins

St John's Church

I_l-l
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Meeting place Church & Parking Area

Shaver Fork River 
/
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AntiJnflamatory Drugs May End Beekeepers'lmmunity to Bee Sting

THE SPEEDY BEE, OCIObET 1993

Beekeepers should think twice before taking some anti-inflammatory drugs. The drugs may
reverse their immunity to bee stings.

During the last few years, several new nonsteriodal anti-inflammatory drugs have been
developed to relieve pain and reduce stiffness, swelling and joint pain associated with
inflammation. Such drugs include ibuprofen, fenoprofen, naproxen, ketoprophen, sulindac,
piroxican, suprofen, and tolmetin.

It is well known that beekeepers develop an immunity to bee stings and it has even been

reported that some people get temporary relief from the pain of arthritis if they sustain several

bee stings. Two cases have recently been reported of people with an immunity to bee stings
taking a nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug and suffering serious allergic reactions to bee and

wasp stings.

A 66-year-old beekeeper had developed an apparent immunity to bee stings over six years.

She was prescribed a nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug for osteoarthritis. A few months after
taking the drug, she was stung on the wrists while working around the bee hives and within 15

minutes developed heart palpitations, a rash and s,welling of the mouth and tongue, making it

difficult for her to breath. She stopped taking the drug 48 hours later when she was stung again,

she developed no reaction.

Another report describes a 48-year-old wife of a beekeeper who had been taking a

nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug for five months for osteoarthritis. She had previously had

only skin reactions to wasp stings but one day she developed widespread siwelling, red, itchy

rash, heart palpitations, and shortness of breath within two minutes of being stung by a wasp.
Hospitalization was necessary.

Until more is leamed about the reason for these reactions, beekeepers should be aware of
the potential hazard associated with these drugs and bee stings. Note: This information has
been published in several beekeeper association newsletters. lt is taken from the book
Understanding Prescription Drugs by Dorthy L. Smith, Pharm D., pp. 270-271; British Medical
Joumal 292:378,1986, The Louden Bee Vol. 14 No. 5. September 1996.
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PACKAGE BEES
3 lbs, wrBut:kfast Queen

s42.00
Avaihbk April2lst

Call to reserve!!
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Dates to Remember

May 10, 1997-spring Meeting. Parsons, WV. Sponsored by Tucker County Beekeepers.

1gg7 E.A.S. Conference and Program August 13-15. Short Course-August 11-13. Dover
Delaware. Contact Dr. Dewey Caron at 302-831-2526'

EAS has available a 7-minute VHS tape that gives some testimonials and the basic information
about our 1997 meeting in Delware. This tape would be appropriate for your next meeting or to
show at a meeting this coming spring. Note Tucker County plans to show this tape if equipment
is available at the Spring Meeting.

17th AnnualWest Virginia Honey Festival, Parkersburg, WV, September 13 & 14, 1997. See ad

in Newsletter.

West Virginia Beekeepers Association Fall Meeting, Cedar Lakes, Ripley, \A/V, September 26 &
27, 1997. Contact 47&3675.

A7fii Annual
West Virginia
f{oney Festival

Hivc Demonstrations
Livc Bec Beerd

Princcsr Pegcant
Candlc Making
Honey Sales

Parkersburg, WV
September 13 & 14, 1997

For Information: West Vrginia Honey Festival

P.O. Box 2149, Parkenburg, WV 26101 or

Wood Counry Visiton Bureau Ph (800) 7524982

Located al the Wood County 4-H Campgrounds, Minerals WeILs, ttY

Honey Exhibits
Entertainment
Arts & Crafts

Baking Contest

FROM THE SECRETARYS DESK

You will note in this issue the Chapter of the Year regulations. lt will be up to the local secretary
of each chapter to keep the score for those who decides the winner each year. lt will be my
guess that this task will fall to past president when a particular achievement is done on the local

level, probably would be best to make a note in the minutes or other ways to document it.

As I receive yearly dues, there are some local organizations that dont include who their chapter
representative is to the \AA/BA Board of Directors. The WVBA secretary needs the president,

secretary, and chapter representative-full name, address, and phone number. lt is the

responsibility of the local organization president to keep tab on the chapter representative or an

altemate is present at board meetings. There may be times when the Board Meeting has to be

called off or changed due to weather, etc.



Local Association News

Eastem Panhandle Beekeepers Association has scheduled a short course for beginners and

anyone wanting to know moie about bees and beekeeping. Starting Tuesday, February 18 and

eatn Tuesday ihereafter to March 25 and ending with a field day, April 12, weather permitting.

Eastem Panhandle has submifted 53 members to WVBA for 1997. A not on an article 'How

Sweet lt ls' dated 1t19197 relating to James Copenhaver, beekeeping expertise, and a picture

showing James brushing snow off beehives, but the person was Hank Hinkes, President of

Easlem Panhandle, who goofed. Was it you Bea??

Morgantown Area Beekeepers meet first Tuesday of February, May, August, and November at

Z:OO pM in Room 1085, Agricultural Science Bldg. on the Evansdale Campus, WW. Usually

have 11-12 people in attendance. The February meeting program dissected a bee fortracheal
mites under a microscope to see why the bees died in a particular hive. Dr. James Amrine is its

president and has a lot of knowledge about bees.

Tucker County Beekeepers meets second Monday of odd numbered months (January, March,

May, etc.) at 7:00 PM during standard time and 7:30 PM during Daylight Savings Time at Timber

and Watershed Lab with 7-i0 in attendance, depending on weather condition. Last summer the

chapter took orders for its members and purchased Apislan strips. Most of the meeting

discussions are mite related. Here we probably fall in line with topics discussed at other

chapters. Hugh Shiflett is our president. Mark your calendar for May 10, 1997 Spring Meeting-
Tucker County Beekeepers invite you to BEE there.

Kanawha Valley Beekeepers had their first meeting in March and believe they have the youngest

dues paying members inWest Virginia. Adam and Asa Arbogast, twin brothers, who will be 12 in

June are very interested in beekeeping and work with their beekeeper neighbor. Adam and Asa

have no beei of their own yet but joined beekeepers so they will be ready when the day comes.

Can any local organization top this, maybe by age, but twins??? Kanawha Valley, you have

probably made it impossible, Editor)

North Central Beekeepers members and their families met 11118196 at Hanison County 4-H

Center for their annuaiThanksgiving covered dish dinner. Everyone enjoyed the excellent food

and fellowship. Paul Poling, State Apiary lnspector, gave an excellent presentation on Spring

Management and installation of package bees, approximately 35 were in attendance, many of
whom were members and public seeking to know more about beekeeping. County Agent, Clint

Hickman deserves specialthank you for handling the advertising in the media. April 21 tentative
program-hands-on demonstration of wiring foundation in frames. May 19 and September 15

program is still out and will end on November 17 with a covered dish Thanksgiving dinner.

bmiers are Donald Wiked, President, Bill Kappham, Vice President, and Ruby Wyatt, Sec'y-

Treas.

Marion County Beekeepers sponsoring a short course in beekeeping for new beekeepers began

Wednesday, February 19 for 6 weeks with 23 new beekeepers registered. lt is a 12-hour course

ending nlaicn 26. Thirty-six 3-lb. bee packages to be delivered to our association the middle of
April. A 12-month local bloom and treatment calendar. The calendar (printed on 4 large sheets)

available to mailed for 32 cents includes other pertinent beekeeping information.

Tim and Kim Tennant, Fairview, \i/V, were voted the honor of 'Beekeeper of the Yea/' at the
Fall General meeting. Mr. Tennant is president of WVBA and president of Marion County

Association.
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WEST VIRGINIA BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION

RULES AND POINT SYSTEM FOR LOCAL BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION
OF THE YEAR AWARD.

THESE MUST BE THE WORK OF THE LOCAI ASSOCIATION. NOT AN II$DIVTDUAL
MEMBER ON IIIS OWN.

The award will be based on a calendar year and presented the following year at the fall
meeting, i.e. January 1-December 3l award to be presented spring r."ting next year.

No. Points
1. Association dues to the W\tsd list of association members,

officers,and board representative submitted by March 3 1.... 10

2. Community Activities
Sponsoring Bee Schoo1s............... 10
Beekeeping presentations and displays (i.e. schools, libraries,

public awareness, fairs)......... 2
Association sponsoring a field day....... . . 5
Association sponsoring a spring meeting..... l0

3. Association on Spring Meeting program.... z

4. Association on Fall Meeting program.. z

5. Board member or alternate attending WVBA Board Meeting........ l/lvfeeting/Member
or Alternate6. Association activities submitted for Newsletter......... z

7. Number of association meetings per year.. liEach

8. Association represented at the Spring Meeting.... 3

9. Association represented at the Fall Meeting .. . ........ 3

10. Association members serving on an active committee of the WVBA. 2fttIember

I I . Association nominating a candidate for Beekeeper of the year.......... .. z

12. Beekeeper of the year award 3

13. WV Master Beekeepers in the local association......... 3/]vfember
WV Certified Beekeepers in local association 2ilvfember
WV Apprentice Beekeepers in local association......... l/]vlember

14.' Participation in the State Honey Show......... lMember



Meals, Meeting, Registration

JJj"In:irillli:,r*"na stvte consistins orravem ham, sca,oped poraroes, variery orsarads
Meeting registration $9 for meal and $4 for registration.
For those not eating, registration $4 and $4 for facility use.
Last minute walk_ins without the meat $10 anct with the meal915.
The secretary wourd rike at to preregister with payment to save time at the meeting.
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